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We have a new minister!
I
t was last April when Rev Douglas Nicol retired as our
minister and it’s probably true to say that most of us
thought it would be a long and difficult business finding
someone to replace him. However, after just 6 months of
hard work, our nominating committee have managed by
God’s leading to find us a new minister, right on our
doorstep!

We are delighted that on Sunday 14th October, the
congregations of Hobkirk and Southdean Parish Church and
Ruberslaw Parish Church voted unanimously for Mrs Rachel
Wilson BA MTh to become our new minister. The Presbytery
of Jedburgh sustained the call at their meeting on Wednesday
7th November and decided that Rachel’s ordination and
induction should take place on Thursday 6th December at
7pm in Denholm Church. The social afterwards will take
place in Denholm Village Hall.
Rachel recently completed her probationary period as assistant
minister at Maxton and Mertoun linked with Newtown linked
with St Boswells where she has gained much experience in all
aspects of ministry and has served effectively. Rachel is
married to Graeme and they have two teenage children. The
family have lived at Westruther for many years where Rachel
was much involved in the church as a lay preacher and in
running a youth group and a choir. Her first degree was a
BA(Hons) in Theology and Religious Studies from Manchester
University in 1995 and she gained a Masters in Theology and
Religious Studies at Edinburgh University in 2017 as part of
her ministry training. Before entering the ministry, Rachel’s
work included sales consultancy and being on the staff of the
Berwick Citizens Advice Bureau.

This is great news for our
congregations and parishes
and for our Presbytery. Do
pray for Rachel as she
prepares to begin her
ministry here and for her
and the family as they will
shortly move to Denholm
and please come along to
her induction on 6th
December.
Rachel says: “It is a great
privilege to be answering
God’s call to be minister to
the parishes of Hobkirk &
Southdean with Ruberslaw.
My family and I were moved by the welcome and support that we
received when I preached as sole nominee, and we are so excited
to be moving to Denholm and becoming part of the community.
I am looking forward to getting to know you all; to sharing the
highs and lows of everyday life and discovering more about how
God loves us, and speaks to us, no matter who we are. Whilst it
will be a pleasure to be leading worship in the beautiful churches
in this charge, I also believe that the church is more than the
buildings and that both worship and serving the Lord should not
be restricted to the four walls of the sanctuary on a Sunday
morning. All in all, I hope to be able to build on the ministry of
Rev Douglas Nicol and explore together with the church
congregations how we can make the story of Jesus’ love relevant
to this beautiful part of the Borders in today’s world in new and
meaningful ways.“

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOBKIRK AND SOUTHDEAN
Baptism:
India Rose Shirley-Beavin – 2nd September

RUBERSLAW
Marriages:
Kate Cottam and Stuart Mitchell – 22nd September in Denholm Church
Elizabeth Edgar and Struan Brodie – 20th October in Manderston House
Baptism:
Isla Ann Hume - 25th August

Visit our web page at www.hobkirkwithruberslaw.org and like us at www.facebook.com/ruberslawchurch

A Message from your Interim Moderator…..
As we look back to childhood Christmases, would you agree that the word that well describes our state of
mind then is “enchantment”? But as we grow to adulthood and put childish things behind us, that
enchantment diminishes. We do of course at times try to regain it through the children’s excitement and
wonder. I well remember as a child the determined efforts I and my brother and sister made to prevent
my wee sister (who is eight years younger than I) finding out the truth about Santa. She happily went
along with this because she didn’t want us to know that she knew! She had too much to lose!
There is then a certain enchantment about Christmas which fades. But what is left then? Is Christmas
“just for the children” as we often hear people say?
The real message of Christmas remains, solidly and unfadingly, wonderful. It is so, literally, down to earth. What does the
apostle John tell us? “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.” Flesh! Just like the bodies you and I have. That was
what God became in Jesus Christ that first Christmas. All the glory of heaven, in the person of Jesus, was contracted into, was
expressed by, a real flesh-and-blood human being. He was born into the squalor of a lowly stable – not much enchantment there!
No wonder the angels sang, and shepherds ran, and wise men travelled, and Mary treasured and pondered.
Geoffrey Bull, the father of a friend of mine, was a missionary to Tibet. He was imprisoned by the Chinese in 1950. One night
he was under guard in a house in a Tibetan village, sleeping on bare boards between two guards. Below where he slept, the
ground floor was used as a stable. Geoffrey was ordered to go down and give the horses more hay. So he climbed down the
notched tree trunk, which served as a ladder, into the pitch black stable. His boots squelched through the heaped up manure and
straw; the smell was nauseating. He moved between the horses, fearing he would get kicked. He was tired and hungry, a
prisoner, thousands of miles from home. He almost despaired. Then he remembered it was 24th December! His attitude
changed. “Why, it was to just such a place as this that Jesus came down to earth from all the glories of heaven for me and people
like me throughout the world.” He thought of that other dingy stable, and all the love it contained. To Geoffrey the stable he
stood in seemed almost a holy place now, and he bowed his head and worshipped quietly. He then climbed back up to his bed
of boards and spent a peaceful night.
May the deep wonder of what God did that first Christmas touch your heart afresh this Christmas.
Your Interim Moderator,
Editor’s Note:
We hope you enjoy this special part-colour edition to celebrate the
arrival of Rev Wilson and her family and the 100th Anniversary of
the end of the Great War!

Rev Alistair Cook

The New Family at the Manse

Christmas worship at Hobkirk & Southdean
with Ruberslaw
Sunday - 23rd December
Minto Church
9.30am - Lessons and Carols
Southdean Church
11am - Christmas service
Christmas Eve - 24th December
Denholm Church
4pm – All-age Christmas Eve service
11.30pm – Watchnight Service
Hobkirk Church
6pm – Christmas Eve service
Christmas Day - 25th December
Southdean Church
10am – Short all-age Christmas Day service
Bedrule Church
11.15am – Short all-age Christmas Day service
Sunday - 30th December
10am - United service at Denholm Church

Your new minister Rachel with husband Graeme and their two children

We look forward to seeing you at our services over the
Christmas season.

Ruberslaw Worship Group

GUILD NEWS

The Worship Group continues to meet regularly, working on
ways of enhancing worship in our congregations and
community.

Ruberslaw Guild

In July we led a service of praise at Deanfield which attracted a
good response from residents.

The first meeting of the new session in September,
Ruberslaw Guild, led by Project Partner, Dorothy Douglas ,
considered the new range of projects for 2018- 2021. It was
decided, for this year, to support Faith in Young People:
Boys Brigade since we have our own branch of the BB.

The September Café Church had the theme of creation and we
looked at ways in which we can help to safeguard the Earth – a
topic which we were able only to scrape the surface of. These
alternative, informal services are popular and if you haven’t
tried one, why not come along to the next one in February?
Everyone is welcome and we try to provide something to
interest all ages. Similarly, if you have an idea of a topic we
might address, please speak to one of the Worship Group –
we’re always looking for new ideas.

At the October meeting Rev Bruce McNicol led worship and
dedicated the Guild for the coming session. His wife, Nancy,
then gave a very interesting and informative talk on the work
of Christian Aid. The offering from the meeting will be
added to the local Christian Aid collection in the Spring.

In November we hosted the National Day of Prayer in Denholm
Church when time was set aside for prayer and reflection in the
Church, with refreshments available in the Hall.

The new theme for the 3-year cycle is: Seeking the Way: One
Journey, Many Roads. In keeping with this theme the next
meeting on November 20th is billed as a “Treasure Hunt”.

The Worship Group has also taken responsibility for decorating
a Christmas tree for the Christmas Tree Exhibition in Trinity
Church, Hawick from Friday 30 November until Sunday 2nd
December. We aim to produce decorations to reflect the life of
the Church in our parishes. Again any ideas would be
welcome!

On Saturday 24th November there will be a coffee morning
in aid of Guild Funds from 10.30 am to 12 noon in Denholm
Church Hall. All are welcome.

Hobkirk and Southdean Guild

Colin Johnston, Ruberslaw’s Mission Partner
Colin Johnston, at present Ruberslaw’s Mission Partner, is
returning to Scotland to continue his work as a parish minister.
25 years ago, Colin moved from Larkhall Trinity, where he had
served as parish minister for 7 years, to Zambia, under the
aegis of the Church of Scotland World Mission Council. From
Zambia, he went on to work in Israel , Palestine and finally
Egypt.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 28th November at
2 pm when we will be hosting an afternoon of carols at
Bonchester Care Home at 2pm
All are welcome.

Ruberslaw Armistice
Centenary Celebrations

We have received regular partner letters from him over three
years, giving us personal insights, and telling us of his very
varied life and work among Christians in these various
countries. This was not always easy, and it was very humbling
to read of the difficulties and indeed the dangers Christians can
face in other lands..
His work in Egypt has been somewhat curtailed over his last
few weeks there, as he stepped back into a pothole at a street
stall, resulting in two fractures and a knee-high plaster cast.
“The ‘stookie’ has quite disrupted my activities”, he writes!
We wish Colin well as he returns to be a locum in Linlithgow.
He asks for our prayers, as he will ultimately be looking to be
called to a congregation. We in turn thank him for all his
valuable, varied and difficult work abroad over the last 25
years

Minto

A copy of Colin’s latest (and last!) partner letter is available in
each of our three churches, and there is an excellent and
illuminating blog at colininccairo.wordpress.com

Boys’ Brigade
The coffee morning held on 27 October raised
£238! Sincere thanks to all who gave so
generously. The boys enjoyed helping to fill sand
bags and painting the World War 1 dates on them to
commemorate the 100th anniversary on 11th November.
Next on the calendar is the Christmas Fayre at Denholm
School when we sell marmalade and other items the boys
make with proceeds to our charity, Mary’s Meals. To end the
year we all look forward to taking place in the Nativity,
Heartfelt thanks to all who support the Boys’ Brigade!

Denholm

Minto
Bedrule

In celebration of 100 years
since the signing of the
Armistace ending the Great
War, memorials up and down
the country have been
decorated with poppies. Here
are Ruberslaw’s offerings.

News from Southdean
Residents of Southdean are pleased that improved broadband
seems to be on the way at last. In this technological age, it has
been difficult for businesses and private homes to access the full
range of digital services it is generally assumed everyone has.
That situation looks as if it is coming to an end and hopefully the
area will be entering a new communications heaven!
Southdean Hall was the venue for a sumptuous Indian meal from
‘Taste of Spice,’ Selkirk on 28 September, together with a
showing of the much-acclaimed film, ‘Victoria and Abdul’ starring
Judi Dench. In October there was a night of live drama from
‘Northern Stage,’ who performed a version of H.G. Wells’ classic
novel, ‘War of the Worlds.’ It was a very enjoyable evening for
everyone who attended. Then, on 9 November we saw
‘Journey’s End’, a commemoration of the 100th anniversary of
the 1918 armistice,

CAROL SINGING AROUND MINTO
The annual Carol Singing around Minto will take place on
Wednesday 19th December, meeting at the Church gates at
6.30pm. We are again going to be accompanied by Ann
Witherington on the accordion. Everyone is welcome to come
along and join this happy and festive evening.

SENIOR CITIZENS' CHRISTMAS LUNCH

With the help of friends, Ruberslaw Guild will be holding the
senior citizens' Christmas lunch on Sunday 9th December
12.30pm for 1pm in Denholm village hall. If you are of
pensionable age and would like to attend the lunch please put
your name on the sheet in the Auld Bakery, Denholm,
preferably before 25th November. Alternatively, phone Helen
Looking ahead – films for the last part of 2018 include ‘On Chesil
Howden on 870729. Because 2018 is the year of young people
Beach’ on 7 December and Patrick Stewart’s rendition of the
the Guild has invited Denholm Rainbows, Brownies and Boys
classic ‘Christmas Carol’ on 21 December.
Brigade to the lunch. Again names should be put on the sheet
There was also be a Harvest Supper on 3 November, a Gift Fair
in the Auld bakery. The young people are welcome to bring a
on 18 November and there will be a Food Fair on 9 December –
parent or other adult. We are delighted that Kenny Speirs and
all at Southdean Hall…a busy season for all!
Louise Douglas are again going to entertain us with music after
Denholm Drama Group will also be performing in the Hall this
lunch. We look forward to seeing you there!
year on 1 December, See the article elsewhere on this page for
more details of the Group’s performances.

Christmas services will include a service of lessons and carols at
6 p.m in Hobkirk Church and a Christmas Day service at 10 a.m
in Southdean Church.

BLYTHSWOOD BOXES
This year from our parishes we sent 133 shoeboxes to the
Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal. This is a tremendous effort
especially as we also sent £210.00 raised at our recent coffee
morning. We have received a letter from Blythswood
describing the impact of these shoeboxes on people in Romania
who occupy a shack with no windows, electricity or sanitation
and which floods when it rains. Ema aged 9 chose the hat from
her box as her favourite item saying that she would wear it to
keep her warm in bed at night.
We don't always appreciate just how fortunate we are. Many
thanks to everyone who supported this appeal.

HALLELUJAH!
Why not treat yourself to an evening with the Roxburgh Singers
at Melrose Parish Church on Saturday 1st December?
The Singers will be performing Handel’s Messiah with soloists
Fiona Wilkie, Beth Margaret Taylor, Mike Towers and Jerome
Knox. Tickets are £10 (accompanied children free) and can be
bought from ‘Maid by Marion’ in Melrose, the Buccleuch Hotel
at St Boswells and
at the door.
All profits will go
towards finding a
cure for Motor
Neurone Disease.

Denholm Folk Festival
We would like to thank most sincerely all who supported the
catering arranged by the Ruberslaw congregation at the Denholm Folk Festival from 2nd to 4th November. During the
weekend £335.41 was raised for church funds – £252.10 from
the catering and £83.31 from the collection taken for the
Church at the closing concert.

DENHOLM DRAMA GROUP
Your local amateur dramatic group are performing again this
year! Author and playwright Steve Smith has penned two
more plays for the Group to entertain you with, both comedies
- ‘Blameless’ about a bizarre domestic situation and ‘Super
Squad’ a topical dip into the world of science fiction! The trio
of one act plays is rounded off by a short horticultural sketch
by Tony Best - ‘Love Blossoms’.
Performances are at Kenmore Halls on 27th and 28th
November and Denholm Village Hall on 29th November,
where the will be light refreshments and a raffle - tickets £7,
and at Southdean Village Hall on 1st December where there
will be the usual bar, supper and raffle - tickets £13.
Buy your tickets in advance to be sure of a seat from Denholm
Post Office, P&S Dorricott Hardware in Jedburgh or by ringing
Shirley Passmore on 01450 870604 or Caroline Smith on
01450 860267. See you there!!

NEXT NEWSLETTER
Early Spring 2019 Issue
Copy Deadline:20 January
Target Issue Date: 27 January

Produced by Hobkirk and Southdean with Ruberslaw Churches and edited by Alan Dowler-Smith for the information of all congregation members and other interested people on church life in the linked charges. If
you have any comments or contributions, please send them to Alan at Old Fodderlie, Bonchester Bridge, Hawick TD9 8JF or e-mail oldfodderlie@gmail.com

